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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. This report describes a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit carried out on behalf of Cavan County Council on a 
proposed housing development at Lios na Rí, Cootehill.  The scheme includes a one-way yielding 
system on the existing lane from the housing development access to Chapel Lane (L-6150). 
 

1.2. The audit was carried on 16th April, 2024. 
 
1.3. The audit team were as follows: 

 
Team Leader:  
Francis Fidgeon, Chartered Engineer, BE CEng MIEI  
Certificate of Competency in Road Safety Audits (UCD, 2013) 
TII Auditor Ref. FF74289 
 
Team Member:  
PJ Gallagher, BEng M.Inst.A.E.A. MITAI 
TII Auditor Ref. PG3425716 
 

1.4. The audit comprised an examination of the drawings relating to the scheme supplied by the design 
office.  A site visit was carried out by both Audit Team members together on 16th April, 2024 between 
the hours of 12:45 and 13:15.  Weather conditions during the inspection were sunny with showers 
and the road surface was damp with some water ponding.  Traffic conditions were considered very 
light with cars.  Photographs were taken during the inspection.   

 
1.5. This Stage 1 audit has been carried out in accordance with the relevant sections of the Transport 

Infrastructure Ireland (TII) Publication (Standard) GE-STY-01024 (Dec 2017) ‘Road Safety Audit’.  The 
audit team has examined only those issues within the design relating to the road safety implications 
of the scheme and has therefore not examined or verified the compliance of the design to any other 
criteria. 

 
1.6. Appendix A describes the documents examined by the Audit Team.   

Appendix B contains the Audit Feed Back Form.  The Designer shall consider the Audit Report and 
prepare a Designer Response to each of the recommendations, using the Feedback Form. The 
response shall state clearly whether each recommendation is accepted, rejected, or whether an 
alternative recommendation is proposed. Copies of the Designer Response shall be sent to the 
Employer and the Audit Team.  The Audit Team shall then consider the Designer Response and 
indicate on the Feedback Form whether the Designer’s response to each recommendation is 
accepted.  The completed Report contains the completed Feedback Form with signatures of all three 
parties involved - Designer, Audit Team Leader and Employer. 
 

1.7. All of the problems described in this report are considered by the Audit Team to require action in 
order to improve the safety of the scheme and minimise collision occurrence. 
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2. ITEMS RESULTING FROM PREVIOUS STAGE 1 AUDIT 

No previous Stage 1 was made available. 
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3. ITEMS RESULTING FROM THIS STAGE 1 AUDIT 

3.1 Collision Data 

 Collision data has not been supplied with this scheme. 
 
 Road Collision Data is not currently available on the Road Safety Authority Database, therefore no 

collision trends in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site can be analysed.  
 
 

3.2 General Problems / Problems at Multiple Locations 

3.2.1 One-way Yielding 

Problem:  The road layout on Old Church Mews (L61502) where one-way yielding is proposed does 
not lend itself to giving an obvious cue to traffic as to where they should wait if there is oncoming 
traffic. Where opposing vehicles both travel beyond a point where both can pass each other within 
the carriageway one will need to reverse/ pop onto the footpath. 
 

 
 
Hazard:  A vehicle may reverse into oncoming traffic, which could be a cyclist, or strike somebody on 
the path. 
 
Recommendation:  The Design Team should provide buildouts to show motorists where to yield to 
oncoming traffic. 
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3.2.2 Piers 

Problem:  It appears there are proposed piers adjacent the carriageway at the entrance to the estate. 
 

 
 
Hazard:  Motorists may strike the piers or on swerving into the carriageway to void them have a head-
on with approaching traffic. 
 
Recommendation:  The Design Team should ensure there is a safe setback from the carriageway edge 
for any entrance piers. 
 
 

3.2.3 Zebra Bar Markings 

Problem:  All crossing points within the estate are shown with Zebra bar road markings but no advance 
signage to highlight that pedestrians have priority. 
 
Hazard:  Pedestrians may believe they have priority over motorists and walk into the path of oncoming 
traffic that does not stop. 
 
Recommendation:  The Design Team should omit the Zebra bar markings at the crossing points. 
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3.3 Problems at Specific Locations 

3.3.1 One-way Yielding 

Problem:  The proposal at the one-way yielding 
is to give the general right-of-way to traffic 
approaching from Chapel Lane (L-6150).  The 
line of sight from traffic leaving the housing 
development towards traffic coming from 
Chapel Lane is restricted due to the existing 
retaining wall to the west of the lane on which 
the one-way is proposed. 
 
Hazard:  Motorists may proceed into the path of 
oncoming traffic and meet head-on at the 
restricted width. 
 
 
Recommendation:  The Design Team should change the priority to give traffic leaving the housing 
development the general right-of-way with traffic coming from Chapel Lane yielding. 
 
 
 

3.3.2 Road Narrows Sign 

Problem:  The Road Narrow sign for traffic leaving 
the housing development shows the narrowing 
occurring on the nearside whereas it actually 
occurs on the opposite side. It could cause 
confusion for motorists where they expect to 
encounter a build-out in advance of the one-way 
yielding. 
 
Hazard:  They may proceed into the path of 
oncoming traffic at the restricted width. 
 
Recommendation:  The Design Team should 
provide the correct signage. 
 
 

  



  

 

\\server\data\CST\124\151-200\124160\wp\reports\124160 Stage 1 RSA Report R0.docx Page | 8 

3.3.3 Gradient at Stop at Chapel Lane (L-6150) 

Problem:  A level dwell area is not available 
at the proposed Stop before proceeding onto 
Chapel Lane (L-6150). 
 
Hazard:  Waiting motorists could roll back 
into following cyclists. 
 
Recommendation:  The Design Team should 
change the priority to give priority to traffic 
entering Chapel Lane. 
 
 
 
 
 

3.3.4 Connection to Existing Footpath 

Problem:  The connection to the existing footpath occurs where the existing path is very steep and 
narrow. 
 

 
 
Hazard:  Wheelchair users may not be able to negotiate the existing path and end up in the 
carriageway and be struck. 
 
Recommendation:  The Design Team should provide a safe route for wheelchair users to connect to 
the existing footpath network.  (This could involve providing a crossing to the eastern side of the lane 
where a more suitable gradient is achievable and widening of the existing path.) 
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3.3.5 Bend at House No 2 

Problem:  The carriageway bend at House No 2 appears to be a short sharp curve. 
 

 
 
Hazard:  Traffic tending to cut the corner could strike oncoming traffic. 
 
Recommendation:  The Design Team should ensure horizontal radii are compliant. 
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4. AUDIT TEAM STATEMENT 

 We certify that we have examined the drawings and other information listed in Appendix A.  This 

examination has been carried out with the sole purpose of identifying any features of the design that 

could be removed or modified to improve the safety of the scheme.  The problems that we have 

identified have been noted in the report, together with suggestions for improvement which we 

recommend should be studied for implementation.  No one in the Audit Team has been involved with 

the scheme design as shown in Appendix A. 

 
 
 
 Signed  ................................................................  
 Francis Fidgeon 
 Chartered Engineer 
 Audit Team Leader 
 
 Date  ...................................................  
 
 
 

 
 Signed  ................................................................  
  PJ Gallagher 
  Audit Team Member 
 
 Date  ...................................................  
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

17/06/2025
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APPENDIX A LIST OF DOCUMENTS EXAMINED 
 
 

DOCUMENT REF / NAME: RECEIVED FROM: DATE: 

PI 21-106-101 Site Location Map WGG Architects 29/04/2024 

PI 21 106-102 Site Layout Plan WGG Architects 29/04/2024 

PI 21-106-103 Site Survey WGG Architects 29/04/2024 
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APPENDIX B RSA FEEDBACK FORM 
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