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1 Introduction

The purpose of this Invasive Alien Species (IAS) Survey is to outline the results of a pre-construction
invasive species survey conducted at Lois na Ri, Cootehill, Co. Cavan. These surveys aimed to identify

invasive plant species which may impact the proposed works and local ecology.
1.1 Site & Project Overview

The site is located along Bellamont View in the north of Cootehill town. The Darley Health Centre exists
to the south of the site, the Old Church Mews housing estate is located to the south east, the Darley
National School is to the west and the remaining surrounding land use is agricultural. The proposed
development includes 13 existing dwelling units on site and 31 new dwelling units. The dwelling units are
a mixture of one bed, two bed, three bed and four bed houses of different sizes. The existing dwelling
units are along the south-east and south-west boundaries. The new dwelling units will be built along the
south-west, north-west and north boundaries. Green space is planned for the centre of the site. The plan

layout for the site can be seen below in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 Site layout provided by WGG Architects & Surveyors Ltd.
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2 Relevant Legislation

Natural Habitats Regulations SI 477 of 2011 contains a number of provisions relating to invasive non-
native species (INNS), covering several sections and subsections of the Acts. It is prohibited, without a
license, to plant or otherwise cause to grow in a wild state, in any place in the State, any species of flora,
or the flowers, roots, seeds or spores of invasive flora listed on the Third Schedule. Articles 49 and 50 of
the aforementioned Acts set out the legal implications associated with INNS and Schedule 3 (the Third
Schedule) of the regulations lists non-native species subject to the restrictions of Articles 49 and 50, which

make it an offence to plant, disperse, allow dispersal or cause the spread of invasive species.

As regards to non-Third Schedule invasive species, including noxious weeds (native species that can act in
an invasive manner), there are obligations under the EU Habitats Directive to address any threats to the

conservation status of the various habitats and species listed for protection under the Directive.

Ireland has also ratified a number of international conventions that oblige the government to address
issues pertaining to the spread of non-native invasive species, including the Convention on Biological

Diversity, the Bern Convention and the International Plant Protection Convention.

Under the EU Plant Health Directive, emergency legislation was introduced in 2002 to prevent the
introduction into and the spread of Phytophthora ramorum within the EU. P. ramorum is a fungal
pathogen that causes blight in woody plant species, including many broadleaf species like oak, sycamore,
chestnut and beech, and causes the disease known as “sudden oak death”. Since 2003, annual surveys
have been carried out throughout the EU, and Phytophthora ramorum has been found in a number of EU
member States including Ireland. Rhododendron ponticum is a known host of this pathogen and it has
been found surviving on, but not killing, species of Rhododendron and Viburnum, meaning that they can

act as vectors for its spread.
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3 Invasive Species Survey

3.1 Desk Survey

A search of records for invasive non-native species on the National Biodiversity Data Centre was carried
out as part of this project. Table 1 shows the Third Schedule and Non-Third Schedule Invasive species
recorded on the NBDC database within 2km of any of the works. No records occurred on the site of the

proposed development.

Table 1 Invasive species recorded on the NBDC within 2km of the works area

Species Name Record | Year of Data source Found during | Management
count record field surveys | required

Fuchsia 1 2015 National Invasive

No None
magellanica Species Database
Japanese 1 2015 National Invasive
Knotweed Species Database No None
(Fallopia japonica)

3.2 Field Survey

The field survey was carried out on the site on the 5™ of April 2024 as part of a multidisciplinary site
walkover survey of the Lois na Ri site and surrounds. No Third Schedule invasive species were found during
the survey site visit. Non Third Schedule species found on and around the site included Cherry Laurel
(Prunus laurocerasus), Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) and Chinese Creeping Bramble (Rubus tricolor).
Cherry Laurel was recorded on private property along Bellamont View. Snowberry was also recorded in a
boundary hedgerow along Bellamont View. Bellamont View will be the main access route to the site of
the proposed development so there is potential for these invasives to spread via increased anthropogenic

activity, machinery etc. Creeping Bramble was recorded on the site along the south-west boundary behind
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one of the existing dwelling units. The locations of the invasive species is outlined below.

Table 2 Invasive species recorded on and surrounding the site

Invasive Species Location (ITM) Level of Invasiveness

Cherry Laurel 660088.425,814426.630 High

660091.49,814434.91

Snowberry 660081.938,814451.620 Low

Hedgerow starting at
660065.156,814509.013,
ending at

660071.179,814487.540

660035.27,814598.35

Creeping Bramble 659966.16,814436.75 Not assessed

4 Results and Discussion

No Third Schedule invasive species were found during the site visit. Non Third Schedule species found on
and around the site included Cherry Laurel (Prunus laurocerasus), Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) and

Chinese Creeping Bramble (Rubus tricolor).

Although it is not listed as a Third Schedule invasive species, the NBDC (2024) classifies Cherry Laurel as
having a high risk of impact and is highly invasive. Snowberry is considered as a low risk and low level
invasive by NBDC (2024). The Cherry Laurel that was recorded on private property at
660091.49,814434.91 does not require management as it does not fall within the footprint of the works
and will not be impacted by the proposed development. The Cherry Laurel and Snowberry recorded along
Bellamont View is in close proximity to the main access road. Although they do not fall directly within the
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footprint of the proposed development, there is potential for these species to spread due to increased
anthropogenic activity, machinery etc. as a result of the proposed development. General biosecurity
measures such as the measures outlined below can be followed to prevent the spread of these species

during the construction phase of the project:

e Physical barriers such as temporary fencing should be created around the plants prior to the
commencement of the works to prevent the spread of seeds, cuttings or plant fragments.

e Signage should be erected to outline the presence of the invasive species.

e Training should be provided to construction workers or relevant contractors about the
importance of biosecurity on site and Cherry Laurel and Snowberry identification. New sightings
of Cherry Laurel or Snowberry outside of the existing areas should be reported immediately.

e All construction equipment, vehicles, machinery and tools should be cleaned thoroughly before
leaving the construction site to prevent the spread of seeds, soil or plant fragments.

e Soil disturbance in areas where Snowberry is present should be minimised and construction
activities that may break up Snowberry roots should be avoided.

o If work takes place in close proximity to the invasive species, all construction equipment, vehicles,
machinery, tools and footwear should be cleaned thoroughly before entering other

uncontaminated areas of the site.
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Figure 2 Location and extent of Cherry Laurel on site
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Figure 3 Location and extent of Snowberry on site
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Table 3 Images of the site

Fig Description Image
No.
1. Existing dwelling

units at Lois na Ri

..-mlﬂ‘!-

site

2. Southern side of the .
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3. Northern side of the
site
4, Bellamont View with

young Cherry Laurel
hedgerow along the
east side of

Bellamont View
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5. Snowberry in
boundary hedgerow
along Bellamont

View

6. Creeping Bramble
along the south-
west boundary of
the site, behind an
existing dwelling

unit
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7. Dumping/ littering
along the eastern
hedgerow on

Bellamont View

8. Dumping in the
south-east corner of

the site
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